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FOREIGN VARSITIES MAY GET
MINIMUM DEPOSIT BREATHER

MHRD to revise downwards the minimum corpus of T50 crore requ1red to be glven as depositin India

KALPANA PATHAK
Mumbai

he Centre will review certain clauses
inthe Foreign Education Providers
(Regulation) Bill to attract more over-
seas institutions looking to set shop in
India. The Ministry of Human Resource De-
velopment (MHRD) has decided to revise
downwards the minimum corpus of Rs 50 ¢crore
required to setup campus in India by all for-
eign institutions. The move was prompted by

arecommendation by the parliamentary stand- -

ing committee.

“The corpus will not be Rs 50 crore for every
institution. Considering that a diverse set of ed-
ucational institutions have expressed interest
to have operations in India, it is not feasible to
have the Rs 50 crore corpus condition for every-
one,” an MHRD official told Business Standard.
The official said education institutions, includ-
ing community colleges, vocational training in-
stitutions, professional colleges, general edu-
cation institutions and medical institutions, had
expressed interest to set up operations.

The provision in the bill that bars foreign
unjversities from repatriating profits is also be-
ing discussed. However, the pre-condition
wherein a foreign education institution was not
allowed to utilise more than 75 per cent of the
income (from the corpus fund) towards devel-
opment of the institution in India, may be re-
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Students walk across the campus of Columbia University in New York. The premier institute has already set up a centre in Mumbai

viewed by the mlmstry andit ,
might allow these institutes to W mm also said that the amended
invest the surplus in growth of bill will be tabled after the
the ingtitution, after a certain IN(LE!D#NG COMMHMTY Edpcatipn Tribux_lal. Bill,
N ccoraingtoMHRD,since  COLLEGES, VOCATIONAL | which wibe an adjudicator
last March when the Foreign WENG kNSTﬂUT% . institutions, is passed by
. Edugaﬁonal Institutions (Reg- profess_iongl colleges, general  both Houses. Education Tri-
Hons, Maintenanceof Quaiiy  Cducation insttutionsand  bunal BEL L Faiiate set
’ ; medical institutions, have p lena-
and Prevention of Commer- . tional, state and regional
cialisation) Bill was cleared by expressed 'mm to setup levels to settle disputes re-
the Cabinet, severalinterna-  Operations in India lated to institutions at vari-

tional education institutions,
including Massachusetts Institute of Technol-

ogy, Yale University, Virginia Tech, Columbia

University, University of Southern California
and University of Alabama, had expressed in-
terest to operate out of India.

The bill will be re-introduced once it is
amended and cleared by the Ministry of Law
and Justice and the President of India. MERD

ous levels, It has been passed
by the Lok Sabha, but is yet to be taken up by
the Rajya Sabha.

About 15 bills related to educaticn are wait-
ing tobe tabled before the Parliament during
the ongoing monsoon session, including the Uni-
versities for Innovation Bill that would allow
setting up of special universities with a focus on
innovation and research. Yale university has

expressed inferest to help India develep inno-
vation universities. The premier institution had
earlier told Business Standard that it had en-
tered into over 50 acadermic collaborations in
India and is interested in more such partner-
ships. However, it does not have immediate plans
to set up a campus.

A formal research in 2008 had revealed that
around 140 Indian institutions and 156 foreign
education providers were engaged in academ-
ic collaborations, Of the 156 overseas education
institutions, 90 have university
status and 20 are colieges. The remaining
offer training courses. The total number of col-
laborations was 225 and with each collaboration
having over one programme delivery, the total
number collaboratively delivered stands at 63S.

The Foreign Educational Institutions bill,
says MHRD, will be a gateway through which
all institutions will pass the quality test and have
a mechanism to enter India without going
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through a process that is too intrusive.

“You have to give a legal framework where
best institutions from the world can come on
the basis of their brand. You cannot have chalk
and cheese on the same platter for comparison.
There should be a predictable framework un-
der which all these collaborations happen. This
billis an enabling mechanism,” said another
MHRDofficial. -

The the highest number of collaborations
take place in the field of management and busi-
ness administration (26 per cent), followed by
engineering and technology/computer appli-
cation/information technology, (over 22 per cent)
and hotel management and house keeping (20
per cent). The foreign collaborations are high-
ly concentrated in Maharashtra and Delhi, fol-
lowed by Tamil Nadu. .

MRHD sources say over 50 foreign uni-
versities have evinced interest in setting up
campuses in India.
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Govt wants to read your
tweets, Facebook posts

Javed Anwer | TNN

New Delhi: Beware of what you
put in your Facebook messages
or in your tweets. Your friends
and followers may not be the only
ones reading them. Chances are,
government sleuths could be vet-
ting these private messages.

»FB already on NTRO radar, P 17
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H H . Intheterrorism-riddenworld welivein,security
Tlmes VIEW. demands will be intrusive. But that deesn't meanthe
intrusion canbe all-pervasive. When there are detailed guidelines on
phone tapping, there's no reason why similar guidelines shouldn'tbe
applied to surveillance of social networking sites. The basic principle

should be clear: it can't be a fishing expedition on the off-chance that some
wrongdoing may be detected. Surveillance of a person’s social networking
activity should be allowed only where there is a prima facie case of criminal

activity. Plus there should be periodic review of each case.

This follows a home ministry
directive to the department of
telecom, asking it to “ensure ef-
fective monitoring of Twitter
and Facebook”.

While “effective monitoring”
has not been defined, sources
said the home ministry’'s inten-
tion is complete surveillance of

_—

these networking sites. This im-
plies that not only does the gov-
ernment want to keep an eye on
tweets and wall posts that are in
the publicdomain, butaisoonthe
content that you share only with
your friends.

Milind Deora, minister of
state for comniunication and in-

formation technology, stated in a
written reply in Rajya Sabha last
week that DoT had received a let-
ter from MHA asking it to moni-
tor social networking websites in
orderto “strengthen the cyber se-
curity paraphernalia”. Deora's
statement was in response to a
question from MP NK Singh.
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Indians beat English
at their own language

Hemall Chhapia | Tnn

Mumbai: It has long been
known that Indian students
outperform their global coun-
terparts in science and maths.
But here’s a stunning finding:
even students whose mother
tongue is an Indian language
fare better in the Test of En-
glish as a Foreipn Language
(Toefl) than those whose ha-
tivelanguage is English.
That’s according to an anal-
ysis by Educational Testing
Service, which conducts Toefl.
British students applying to
American universities are re-
quired to take the test too.
True, Toefl is typically tak-
en by middle-class and higher-
income group students. Still,
it shows Konkanis and Ma-

TONGUE LASHING i
A MEAN TOEFL
LANGUAGE ~ SCORE OUT OF 120
KONKANI 100
ASSAMESE, MALAYALAM 96
GERMAN 5
TAMIL, KANNADA 35
HIND!, ORIYA %
KASHMIR], MARATHI 93
BENGALI o1
ENGLISH %
URDU =
FRENCH g5
CHINESE =
Source: ETS

layalis from around the world
are much better at English
than native English speakers.

»English in ruralindia, P 18
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Andhra students wait for govt scholarshlps, rlsk losing IIT seats

_THE SCHEME
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ANCHOR

Officials say
reimbursement
for students
studying outside

state ‘in process’

SREENIVAS JANYALA

HYDERABAD, AUGUST 10

EN P Sravan Kumar
secured 532 rank in the
IIT entrance test, his

father Maaraiah almost told
him to give up the coveted seat.
Aporterbelonging toa Sched-
uled Caste, he couldn’t afford to
pay the fees. Then he heard of
the Andhra Pradesh govern-
ment scheme offering total re-
imbursement of fees and schol-
arship for underprivileged

students. Into his second semes-
ter, however, the ITT-Madras
mechanical engineering student
finds himself back where he
started as the government strug-
gles to find the funds and to
keep the promise made to many
like Sravan.
“WhenIgotarankinthe
IIT entrance test, the state gov-
ernment gave Rs 50,000 cash
award from which I paid Rs
20,000 as admission feesand Rs
17,000 as hostel fees at IIT-
Madras. The remaining amount

A POST-MATRIC Scholarship
Scheme offering reimbursement of

. tuition fees plus monthly allowance.

Students whose annual family in-
comeis Rs 1lakh or below are auto-
matically eligible; also covered are
all BC, SC/ST and disabled students.
STUDENTS are covered intermedi-
ate onwards, Around 26.09 lakh
students are eligible for the scheme
this year.

STUDENTS can opt from over 1,600

courses including engi and

Nirmala; Balaraju

medical, The government reim-
burses the fees directly to the educa-
tional instif

AP students risk losing IIT seats

from the money she received
asaward,” he says.

Same is the case with
Warangal’s ] Mohan, a stu-
dent of IIT-Rourkee, who re-
centlylost his labourer father;
CRavi Kumar, amason’s son
from Nellore, who made it to
the Indian School of Mines;
G Balaraju, the son of a
labourer from Mahbubnagar
studying at ITT-Madras; and
KK Prem Chand, who made
it to ITT-Kanpur from Peda-
padu, West Godavari.

Targeted at socially back-
ward families and those with
lessthan Rs1lakh annual in-
come, the Andhra Post-Ma-
tric Scholarship Scheme cov-
ers the tuition fees of all
students belonging to such
families apart from payment
of amonthly allowance in the
form of scholarships. How-
ever, students from Andhra
studying outside the state

have run into trouble, with
the money still to reach their
institutes, as promised under
the scheme.

In 2011, 156 students be-
longing to SCs, STs and back-
ward classes cracked the IIT-
JEE.

While Chief Minister N
Kiran Kumar Reddy directed
officials at a July 28 meeting
to ‘inform all colleges that
they should not take fees
from students eligible for the
scheme and that the govern-
ment would directly reim-
burse them, students fear in-
stitutes outside the state are
not likely to comply.

‘“Admissions in Andhra
areyettostartand the fee re-
imbursement process will be-
gin by November. Semesters
at ITTs, NI'TS and other pre-
mier institutes elsewhere
have already started and stu-
dents taking admissions there

have to pay from their pockets
for now. We will reimburse
them once the process starts
here. I am sure they will re-
ceive the money by the time
second semesters start,” says
Deputy Director, Commis-
sionerate of Social Welfare,
Madhusudhan,

J Raymond Peter, Princi-
pal Secretary, Social Welfare
Department, which manages
the scheme, says these stu-
dents can approach their re-
spective institutes to claim
back the fees they paid once
the Andhra government
starts the reimbursement
process.

Joint Secretary, Social
Welfare, Mohammed Miya
says the government is trying
to speed up reimbursement
for students studying outside
the state. “It is in the process
with the Finance Depart-
ment,” he said.

was spent in travel and other ex-
penses. From the second semes-
ter, Ido not know what I will do.
Colleagues here are suggesting
that Itake a study loan from a
bank,” says Sravan.

The daughter of an agricul-
tural labourer, Nirmala se-
cured 1606th rank in the all-In-
dia IIT exam and was selected
by the Indian School of Mines,
Dhanbad. “The fact that her
entire fees would be paid by the
government and that she would
get an allowance every month

emboldened me,” says her fa-
therK Govardhan, “Thad .
never heard of the place where
she isstudying. EvennowIdo -
not know the name of the insti-
tute and which state.”
Govardhan paid Rs 17,000
as fees and hostel expenses after
taking advance from a chit fund.
“If the government does not re-
imburse the fees before the sec-
ond semester, Iwill have to
withdraw money from a fixed
deposit of Rs 50,000, drawn
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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Intelligence comes from parents

Press Trust of India

& et @bind etantimie revn

LONDON: No doubt, your
upbringing and education
contribute to your brain
power, but a new study says
that half of one's intelligence
comes from parents.

Researchers have found
that up to half of a person’s
intelligence (or lack of it) is
inherited, after they exam-
ined the blood of more than
3,500 people from England
and Scotland for half-a-mil-
lion genetic markers — tiny
changes in DNA,

Analysis of these results
and those of intelligence

DNA DETERMINES
SOME 51 PER CENT
OF ONES ABILITY
T0 THINK OUTSIDE

e,

tests completed by the
study's participants
revealed 40 per cent of the
differences in “crystallised-
type intelligence™ — ability
Lo acquire knowledge and
akills over vears — were in
Lenes,

So-called Muid-type intel-
ligence, the ability to reason
and think abstractly under

pressure, was governed by
genelics to an even greater
extent.

Some 51 per cent of one's
ability to “think outside the
box" is down to DNA, the
‘Molecular Psychiatry” jour-
nal reported.

Lead researcher lan
Deary at University of
Edinburgh was quoted by
the ‘Daily Mail’ as saying,
“Individual differences in
intelligence are strongly
associated with many
important life outcomes,
including educational and
oceupational attainments,
income, health and

lifespan.”



